Brookline Preservation Commission
Demolition Application Report

Address 106 Sargent Road
Applicant Michael Bronner
Building Type:  House(Full)

National Register Listing (if Applicable)N/A

SARGENTRD

Historical/Architectural Significance:

The singlefamily residence at06 Sargent Road was constructed in 1940 for®Mrs. Franc IngrahamThe home was
designed by Anderson & Beckwith, a firm founded1i®37 by prominent MIT architects Lawrence B. Anderson and
Herbert L. Beckwith. Known for their pioneering modern designs, the MIT professors were instrumental in establishir
the modernist style inthe Bmn area. They designed the first Modernist bl
House (1939) using simplified geometric forms in brick al
neaoclassical architecturbditions. Their Alumni Swimming Pool complex (1939) has been described as one of the first
significant works of modern architecture in the United States, introducing the International Style to the MIT campu
Whil e Anderson & Beckworumaési esngnadesgignifpdi mosophypwsg
existing on the MIT campus at the time, the designs were integrated into their environment through use of comm
materials, developing forms that could-exist harmoniously with existing structureblerbert Beckwith was associated
with architect Eero Saarinen in the development of two notable MIT buildings, the Kresge Auditorium and the MI
Chapel.

The 2 story home rises from a concrete foundation gabledasphalt roof. Multiple rooflinesmergeto the rear of the

homeas a single story two bay garage meets the main batltye dfouse at the rear of the noetbvation. The north half

of the east elevatiois set ¥ stonpelow gradethe centerentranceopening intoa concrete areawayA dramatc side

entrance framed in high stone wallsnnects to the areawaythe northeastornerof the houseaccentuated further by an

unlikely upturned roof overhang. With the exception of this feature, the home is a very restrained version of Anderson

Bek wi t hés modfealnli swi g simnt he firmbdbs phil os o palchitecwrl i n

environment The form of the home evokes standard Colonial Reypiatéerns withotireferencing any in particulahe

home is integratk into its natural environmerthrough the use of identical stone walls for both landscape and building
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elements. Stone veneer at the foundation mimiesaining walls to the reaf the property while a massive chimney of
the same stonanchors an othelige unadorned rear elevatiofhe side entrance walls are also made of this stone which
transitions tobecome the entrance wall beneath the overhdrge southelevation invites the landscape into the home,
featuring floor to ceiling windows in tmmoms.

Thehouseat 106 Sargent Roathees the following criteria for an initial determination of significance:

c. The building is associated with one or more significant historic persons or events, or with the broad architectur
cultural, political,economic, or social history of the town or Commonwealth; and

d. The building is historically or architecturally significant in terms of its period, style, method of construction, or its
association with a significant architect or builder, either by itsedfs part of a group of buildings.

The building atLl06 Sargent Roaktairs integrity d location,design setting, feelingmaterialsandworkmanship

On May 27, 2020, the Commission voted to uphold the initial determination of signifidfantiee house at 106 Sargent
Road imposing a 12 month demolition stay on the property. On JuRet®8applicant requested a lift of stay based on a
mitigation plan that includes documentation of the éxgsbuilding and review of proposed plans for a new structure.
After meeting with the subcommittee and allowing members to tour the home in August, the appidantvisions to

their plansfor new construction provided additional renderings demonstrating the grade treatared supplied
photographs of thexistingbuilding. The architectslrew floorplans of the existing building and submit them as a part of
the mitigation packageThe Commissiorapprowed the lift of stay based onishmitigation packaget thehearingon
SeptembeB™, 2020 In March of 2021, the architects contacted Preservation Planners with a request to make changes
the approved plans for tiew house. The Commission should consider these plans and decide if they are also accepta
to obtain the lift of stay.

Aerial view 0f106 Sargent Roadboking east.
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Aeria view of 106 Sargent Roadboking west.
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Aerial view 0f106 Sargent Roadooking south.

East elevation
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